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Alfonz Chovan
Slovenska speleologicka spoloénost’

Slovenska speleologia zaznamenala v poslednych rokoch znaény
rozmach. Velky zaujem o speleologicku Cinnost narasta najmé na
poli amatérskeho jaskyniarstva a podstatnd ¢ast &lenstva v Slo-
venskej speleologickej spolo¢nosti tvori mladez.

Slovenska speleologicka spolo¢nost navazuje na dobré tradicie
slovenského jaskyniarstva, ktoré bolo v r6znych formach organizo-
vané od r. 1949 a pri Mlzeu slovenského krasu v Lipt. MikulaSi
sa jaskyniari zdruzovali uz takmer pred 50 rokmi. V snahe poméct
jaskyniarom odborne, materialne a moralne bola za podpory Mi-
nisterstva kultiry SSR obnovena €innost Slovenskej speleologickej
spolo¢nosti v roku 1969.

Slovenska speleologicka spoloénost je jednotnym dobrovolnym
vlastivednym zdruZenim amatérskych zaujemcov o jaskyne a pro-
fesiondlnych pracovnikov vsSetkych speleovednych disciplin. Jej
Clenovia pomahaju objavovat nové jaskyne, spolupracuju pri ich
ochrane, registracii, dokumentéacii a vyskume ako aj pri ich spri-
stupfiovani. Vysledkami svojej prace pomaha spolocnost Muzeu
slovenského krasu v Lipt. MikulaSi zhromazdovat poznatky zo
vSetkych speleovednych odborov, ktoré slvisia s krasovymi oblas-
tami Slovenska. Vysledky svojej ¢innosti ako aj poznatky o krase
a jaskyniach popularizuje vo forme prednasok, filmov, publikac-
nej ¢innosti, vystav a pod.

Muazeum slovenského krasu materialne podporuje rozvoj amatér-
skej speleolégie a odborne jej Cinnost usmeriuje a koordinuje
pracu skupin.

Vlastna ¢innost speleoldgov sa suUstreduje v zakladnych oblastnych
skupinach. Takychto skupin zdruzuje SSS na GUzemi celého Sloven-ska
33. Kazda skupina ma vymedzeny rajén svojho pbésobiska, krasové
Uzemie najblizSie k sidlu skupiny. V tomto vykonava vyskum,
dokumentéaciu a zabezpeduje ochranu jaskyr a krasovych javov.
Velmi aktivna je c¢innost speleoalpinistov a speleopotapacov or-
ganizovanych v Slovenskej speleologickej spolo¢nosti. Speleoal-
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pinizmus ako aj speleopotdpadstvo sa v spolo¢nosti vyuZivaju
predovietkym ako prostriedky pri objavovani novych priestorov,
pri spozndvani a dokumentovani jaskyn a stéle viac sa spolupra-
cuje s vedeckymi pracovnikmi pre ktorych sa takto ziskavaju cenné
materialy.

Jaskyniarske tyZdne, ktoré sa organizuju kazdoro¢ne, vzdy v inej
krasovej oblasti, su vyznamnym ¢&initelom pri vychove jaskyniarov.
Odborné prednasky, cvicenia, exkurzie, praca v jaskyniach, napo-
mahaja pri odbornom raste ¢lenov spolo¢nosti. Jaskyniarske tyzd-
ne s pracovné zrazy, na ktoré vysielaju svojich zastupcov vSetky
oblastné skupiny.

Cinnost Slovenskej speleologickej spolognosti sa zadina usmer-
novat v podobnej Struktire cez odborné komisie, ako je tomu pri
Medzinarodnej speleologickej dnii.

Slovenska speleologickd spolo¢nost dosiahla v poslednych rokoch
pozoruhodné Uspechy. Medzi najvyznamnejSie mozno oznacdit ob-
javenie najdlhSieho jaskyniarskeho systému na Slovensku Stra-
tenskej jaskyne v Slovenskom raji. Vysledkom speleoalpinistov
bolo objavenie najhlbSieho jaskynného systému v Zaskoci v Niz-
kych Tatrach. Speleopotapaci sa pricinili o objav jaskyne Bobacka v
Muranskom krase. Nemenej vyznamné suU vysledky v oblasti
ochrany jaskyn - krasovych javov.

Slovenska speleologicka spolo¢nost sa podielala na organizacii
VI. medzinarodného speleologického kongresu, ktory sa konal
v CSSR v Olomouci v r. 1973 a hlavné exkurzie smerovali do kra-
sovych oblasti Slovenska. Slovenska speleologickd spolo€nost méa
zaujem utuZovat spoluprdcu s jaskyniarmi celého sveta. Privitala
uz cely rad zahraniénych expedicii. Clenovia spolognosti uskutog-
nili uz viac Studijnych ciest a expedicii do krasu v zahranici. Medzi
najuspesnejSie treba oznacit expediciu SSS v r. 1976, ktora zosta-
pila do priepasti ,Abisso Michele Gortani" -920 m v Taliansku. V ¢ase
pisania tohto prispevku je IlI. ¢eskoslovenska speleopotapacska
expedicia v krasovych oblastiach Sri Lanka.

Slovenska speleologicka spolo¢nost a jej ¢lenovia pokladaju za
svoju mili povinnost pozdravit speleolégov celého sveta z prile-
Zitosti konania VII. medzindrodného speleologického kongresu
v Sheffielde r. 1977. Vyjadruju presvedCenie, Ze spolupraca spe-
leolégov celého sveta sa bude nadalej prehlbovat.

Dr. Jozef Jakal CSc:

Speleologicky vyskum na Slovensku

Napriek tomu, Ze prvé pisomné zaznamy  ktorych sa spominaju
jaskyne su z roku 1299 a vyznamny slovensky geograf M. Bell
opisuje Demanovsku ladovi jaskyriu vo svojom diele z roku 1723
a priklada pozdizny rez tejto jaskyne, skutony rozvoj slovenskej
speleolégie nastal aZz v poslednych rokoch. V prvej polovici tohto
storo€ia pracoval v speleoldgii J. Volko Starohorsky a neskér vac
§i poclet geolégov a geografov, ktori prichadzali na Slovensko
z Ciech, ¢&i uz ide o J. Kunského, Z. Rotha, F. Vitaska a inych.

V su&asnosti zabezpeCuje vyskum krasu a jaskyn na Slovensku
Muazeum slovenského krasu v Liptovskom MikulaSi a Geograficky
Ustav Slovenskej akadémie vied. Niektoré Specidlne otazky sa
rieSia aj na inych pracoviskach.

Geograficky ustav SAV zriadil v roku 1953. vysunuté speleologické
pracovisko v Liptovskom MikulaSi. Vyskumom jaskyr, ale aj nie-
ktorymi problémami povrchového krasu sa zaoberd Dr. Anton
Droppa CSc. Zameral a zmapoval velky pocet jaskyri a na prikla
de Deméanovskych jaskyn rieSil otazky vyvoja jaskynnych drovni
a porovnaval ich s vyvojom rie€nych terds. V sucasnosti sa venuje
otazkam denudéacie krasu. Otdzkami povrchového krasu sa zaobe
rd& na uvedenom Ustave Dr. J. Jakdl CSc, ktorého praca "Kras
Silickej planiny”, je spracovana na zaklade podrobného geomor-
fologického mapovania. Dr. Jakal spolu s Prof. Dr. E. Mazlrom
rozpracovali otazky typoldgie krasu. Z podnetu slovenskych spe-
leolégov bola zalozena pri Medzinarodnej speleologickej Unii Ko-
misia pre typolégiu krasu, ktorej predsedom je Prof. Dr. Mazur.
Speleoarcheologicky vyskum zabezpecuje Archeologicky Ustav
SAV. Vyznamné su prace najma od Dr. J. Béartu CSc, o velkom
pocte slovenskych jaskyn, ale najma o osidleni Domice.

Otazkam speleofauny v slovenskych jaskyniach venuju pozornost
pracovnici Prirodovedeckej fakulty UK v Bratislave, najméa Doc.
dr. J. Gulicka CSc, Dr. V. KoS3el. Problematike krasovych vod sa
venuje Doc. Dr. M. Zatko CSc.



Na Slovenskom Ustave pamiatkovej starostlivosti a ochrany pri-
rody sa zaoberaju otdzkami ochrany jaskyf a pripravuju navrhy
na vyhlasenie jaskyn za chranené prirodné vytvory. Prof. L. Blaha
a Dr. M. Liska. Mikroklime jaskyn venovali pozornost Prof. Dr.
M. Konéek, Doc. Dr. J. Otruba CSc. a ini.

Mazeum Slovenského krasu vo svojej vySe 40-ro¢nej ¢innosti sa
stalo vyznamnym dokumentaénym strediskom, ktoré sustreduje
material o slovenskych jaskyniach. M4 pomerne rozsiahlu a bo-
hatu expoziciu, ktord mozno oznacit za jednu z najvacSich vo svete.
V poslednych rokoch zameralo Mazeum svoju €innost aj na oblast
zakladného a aplikovaného vyskumu krasu a jaskyfn Slovenska.
Jeho koncepéné zameranie smeruje k tomu, aby bolo schopné v
celej Sirke obsiahnut v3etky speleovedné discipliny a mohlo tak
komplexne spracovat problematiku jaskyn. Napriek tomu, Ze ide o
mladych pracovnikov, dosiahlo mizeum pod vedenim riaditela A.
Chovana pozoruhodné vysledky. Dr. P. Mitter sa venuje otadzkam
geomorfolégie jaskyn a speleogenéze, Ing. M. Lalkovi¢ otazkam
dokumentacie a kartografického spracovania vysledkov merani v
jaskyniach, P. g. J. HalaS sa venuje problematike mikroklimy so
zameranim na ladové a aragonitové jasky- ne. Dr. J. Savrnoch
Studuje krasové vody a krasovu denudaciu, P. g. Pavlar¢ik venuje
pozornost geologii krasu a jaskyn, Ing. P.  Cuker zabezpeluje
ochranu jaskyh. Ing. Erdds sa venuje dokumentacii krasovych
javov.

Speleologické laboratorium pri Gombaseckej jaskyni, ktoré patri
Mulzeu slovenského krasu, zaznamenalo pozoruhodné vysledky
v oblasti vyskumu jaskynného ovzduSia a jeho vplyvu na lieenie
chordb dychacich ciest. Z tejto oblasti je vyznamnda praca autorov
K. Klincko - S. Roda - L. Rajman ,,MoZnosti speleoklimatickej tera-
pie v Gombaseckej jaskyni". S. Roda a L. Rajman sa venovali aj
vyskumu aragonitu v Ochtinskej aragonitovej jaskyni, ale aj otéz-
kam rastu kvaplov a inym problémom.

Pomerne dobré vysledky v oblasti vedeckého vyskumu dosiahli aj
Clenovia Slovenskej speleologickej spolo¢nosti, ktori pracuju
amatérsky v speleoldgii a to ¢i uz ide o pracovnikov, ktori su pro-
fesionalne zamerani na geovedné discipliny, resp. iné profesie.
Zaujimavé vysledky dosiahli J. Tulis a L. Novotny vyuZivanim geofy-
zikdlnych metod pri vyhfadavani jaskyn. Modernymi metdédami
zhrnuli vysledky vyskumu v Stratenskej jaskyni. Dr. D. Kubiny roz-
pracoval otazky tektoniky a pouZitia jej metdd pri vyskume krasu.
Ing. S. Kdmen spracoval a zmapoval viacero slovenskych jaskyh. P.
Janacik opisal niektoré krasové Gzemia.

Slovenski speleoldégovia zorganizovali niekolko medzinarodnych
podujati a sympozii. V roku 1967 bolo sympdzium venované pro-
blémom dopravnych systémov v jaskyniach, ktoré sa konalo v De-
manovskej doline. V roku 1968 to bolo sympézium vo Vysokych
Tatrdch venované problémom speleoterapie. Z prileZitosti 100-ho
vyro€ia objavenia DobSinskej ladovej jaskyne sa konalo medzi-
narodné sympdzium k problematike prirodného reZzimu ladovych
jaskyn. Rok 1973 bol vyraznym medznikom v ¢eskoslovenskej spe-
leoldgii. VI. medzinarodny speleologicky kongres sa konal v CSSR.
Hlavnymi organizatormi boli Univerzita Palackého v Olomouci a
Sprava slovenskych jaskyn v Liptovskom Mikuldsi. Hlavné exkurzie
smerovali do slovenskych jaskyn. V ramci kongresu sa konalo
sympdézium o typolégii krasu v Lipt. MikulaSi a KoSiciach. V Slo-
venskom krase bol medzinarodny tabor speleoalpinistov. K otaz-
kam speleoterapie sa vratilo symp6zium s medzinarodnou uéastou
v roku 1976, ktoré sa uskutoCnilo pri Ochtinskej aragonitovej
jaskyni.

Ako vidno, v poslednych rokoch vyvijaju slovenski speleolégovia
velké Usilie o spolupracu so speleolégmi celého sveta.

Vysledky vedeckého vyskumu o krase a jaskyniach Slovenska su
publikované prevazne v rocenke zbornika Slovensky kras, ktory
vyddva Muzeum slovenského krasu. Niektoré prace slovenskych
speleolégov su uverejnené tiez v zborniku Ceskoslovensky kras,
ktory vydava Ceskoslovenska akadémia vied.

S odbornymi speleologickymi prdcami sa stretame aj v rade dal-
Sich odbornych a popularno-vedeckych ¢asopisov.

Slovenska speleolégia ma v sucasnosti nebyvalé moznosti svojho
rozvoja a slovenski speleoldgovia tuto moznost plne vyuzivaju.



Alfonz Chovan - Ing. Jozef Hlava¢

Objavitel'ské Uspechy oblastnych skupin
Slovenskej speleologickej spoloénosti

Prakticky speleologicky prieskum na uzemi Slovenska zabezpecluje
Slovenska speleologickd spolo¢nost (SSS) prostrednictvom oblast-
nych skupin. Poésobnost ¢lenov SSS sa vztahuje na rozlohu
cca 2700 km? krasovych tzemi. Dokumentaény material 560 &len-
ného kolektivu dobrovolnych pracovnikov sa centralne sustreduje
v Muzeu slovenského krasu v Liptovskom MikulaSi. Planovitou
¢innostou za obdobie 1970-1976 dosiahli dobrovolni jaskyniari
pri prieskume krasovych javov niekolko vyraznych, ale aj diel¢ich
objavitelskych Gspechov.

NajvyznamnejSim objavitelskym Gspechom sa mo6ze prezentovat
oblastna skupina SpiSskd Nova Ves, ktorej rajonom poésobnosti
su krasové Uzemia Chranenej krajinnej oblasti Slovensky raj. Vo
volne pristupnej 70 m jaskyni sa v roku 1972 J. Volek a Dr. V. Ko-
Sel prekopali cez jaskynné sedimenty do novych priestorov a obja-
vili asi 300 m chodieb. Jaskyna sa nachadza pri DobSinskej lado-
vej jaskyni a dostala nazov Stratenska. Prieskumné akcie sa po
pociatoénom Uuspechu pravidelne opakovali a pri kazdej z nich
bolo objavenych a zdokumentovanych 200 az 700 m jaskynnych
priestorov. Ku koncu roku 1976 dosiahla dizka Stratenskej jaskyne
9500 m, ¢&im sa zaradila na prvé miesto v rebricku najdlhSich
jaskyn na Slovensku. Je charakteristicka predovSetkym mohutnos-
tou priestorov a pestrostou vyzdoby. Najva¢Sim objavenym prie-
storom Stratenskej jaskyne je Rozpravkovy dém o rozmeroch
150 X 100 m s vySkou 35 m. V suc€asnosti je to najvacsi jaskynny
priestor v CSSR.

Scenérie kvaplovej vyzdoby su spestrené hojnym vyskytom jazier
a jazierok. V tomto smere vynika napriklad Jazerna priepast, ale
predovsetkym Dom Slovenského narodného povstania (rozmery
140 X 40 m), ktorych snehobiela sintrova vyzdoba zanecha hlbo-
kym dojem v kazdom navstevnikovi. Okrem uvedenej objavitelskej
¢innosti v Stratenskej jaskyni, ktora bola nesporne stredom zauj-

mu, dosiahli speleolégovia zo SpiSskej Novej Vsi na Uzemi CHKO
Slovensky raj aj niekolko menSich objavov.

Medzi velmi aktivnych dobrovolnych pracovnikov patria aj jasky-
niari zo Zvolena. Tato po¢tom nevelka oblastna skupina dosiahla
pri praktickom speleologickom prieskume vyrazné Uspechy. V po-
slednom obdobi sa skupina sustredila predovSetkym na objavovanie
novych priestorov v minulosti uz znamej Jaskyne v Zaskodi.
Jaskyna sa nachadza na severnej strane Nizkych Tatier v masive
Krokovej hole a je vytvorena v tmavych guttensteinskych vépen-
coch stredného triasu. V roku 1970 bolo znamych len 270 m jas-
kynnych priestorov. DalSiemu prieskumu branil 50 m dlhy sifén
vysichajuci len v zimnom obdobi. Postupnym zdolavanim sustavy
vodnych sifénov bol v roku 1974 objaveny tzv. vrchny vchod umoz-
Aujaci celoroény prieskum. Tato skuto¢nost umoznila, ze v stcas-
nosti je preskimanych a zdokumentovanych 4325 m jaskynnych
chodieb. Su¢asne je jaskyrfiou s najva¢sSim vyskovym rozdielom v
CSSR -272 m. Perspektivu daldich moznosti pri objavovani ne-
znamych podzemnych priestorov Jaskyne v Zaskoci potvrdzuje
uskutoéneny farbiaci pokus. Zistilo sa, ze voda zhromazdujlca
sa v koncovom siféne po prekonani vysSkového rozdielu 430 m a
vzdialenosti 2000 m objavuje sa vo vyvierackach v Janskej doline.V
jaskynnych priestoroch, ktoré su trvale zatopené vodou, zabez-
pecuje prieskum Specializovana speleopotapacska oblastna sku-
pina z KoSic s pdésobnostou na celom krasovom Gzemi Slovenska.
Podplavanim sifénu objavili speleopotapaci v spolupraci s ¢lenmi
oblastnej skupiny Tisovec v roku 1973 nové priestory v jaskyni Bo-
bac¢ka v Muradnskom krase. Hned v prvy den objavu bolo presku-
manych 800 m chodieb. Navazne bol objaveny druhy vchod,
umozfujaci prieskum ,suchou cestou". Dizka hlavného tahu jas-
kyne meria 2123 m a vyznacuje sa bohatou vyzdobou a horizon-
talnou polohou.

NajdblezitejSou udalostou v poslednom obdobi je prekonanie
vodného sifénu a otvorenie druhého vchodu za mohutnou vyvie-
rackou Teplica pri Tisovci v Tisoveckom krase. Stalo sa tak po dlho-
roénom Usili jaskyniarov z Tisovca a speleopotapacov z KoSic.
V suc&asnosti sa uz druhym vchodom obchéadza 200 m sifén, dopo-
sial pristupny len speleopotapacom. Tym sa vytvorila moznost
dalSieho prieskumu jaskynnych priestorov za vyviera¢kou Teplica.
V defn objavu bolo preskimanych niekolko sto metrov chodieb
s vyzdobou.

V oblasti Belianskych a vychodnej ¢asti Vysokych Tatier vykonava
speleologicky prieskum oblastna skupina SpiSska Bela. Jej cleno-



via zostupili v roku 1973 do rozsiahlych puklinovorieénych jaskynnych
priestorov. Jaskyhna dostala nazov Javorinka a geograficky naleZi do
centrélnej ¢asti Javorovej doliny vo Vysokych Tatrach. Je vytvorené vo
vipencoch stredného triasu a neokdmu vysokotatranskej série.
Zvliastnostou jaskyne je hydrograficky systém, ktory umoZhuje
prieskum len v zimnom obdobi, kedy pokles vodnej hladiny uvolni
Gvodny sifén v hlavnom tahu jaskyne. V sUc¢asnosti je zmapovanych
1382 m priestorov a v prieskume sa pokracuje.

TaZisko prace &lenov oblastnej skupiny Dolny Kubin sa sustreduje na
Brestovsku jaskynu v Zapadnych Tatrach. Jaskynou preteka aktivny
rieény tok s mohutnym sifénom, ktory podplavali potapaci do
vzdialenosti 1800 m. V prieskume sa pokrauje sondovanim v
novoobjavenych priestoroch v ponornej ¢asti aj v siféne s ciefom ich
vzajomného spojenia.

Rozsahom menSie objavitelské Uspechy dosiahli aj dalSie oblastné
skupiny. Svojou systematickou pracou sa moézZu pochvalit diel€imi
objavmi aj oblastné skupiny: KoSice-Jasov, Lipt. Mikula8, RoZhava,
Ruzomberok, Cachtice, Lipt. Trnovec, Terchova, Rimavska Sobota,
Dubnica nad Vahom a dalSie.
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Ing. Mikula$ Erdos :

Jaskyniari Slovenskej speleologickej spoloénosti
vo vztahu k zahrani€iu

Obnovenie Slovenskej speleologickej spoloénosti znamenalo vy-
znamny medznik v pestrej jaskyniarskej €innosti na Slovensku.
Ihned po obnoveni SSS nadviazali a obnovili sa styky so zahra-
ni€nymi jaskyniarmi a speleologickymi institdciami. V réamci tych-
to kontaktov zapoc&alo sa s vymenou literatiry, nadviazanim bliz-
Sich kontaktov s jaskyniarmi v cudzine, najmé& zo socialistickych
Statov. UZ na Jaskyniarskom tyZzdni sme privitali skupinu polskych
jaskyniarov a pocetnu skupinu speleolégov z NDR, pre ktorych
sme zabezpecili sprievod a odborny vyklad v krasovych Gzemiach
Slovenska. V roku 1971 jaskyniari z OS Roznava navstivili svojich
kolegov v Madarsku, kde sa zu&astnili zostupu do najhlbSej prie-
pasti Madarska — Vecsembikki zsomboly. V tom istom roku pri-
jali &lenovia OS Cachtice speleolégov z Belgicka.

Prvou velkou zahraniénou cestou jaskyniarov SSS bola Studijna
expedicia do krasovych oblasti Bulharska, ktor4 sa uskuto&nila
v roku 1972. Jaskyniari z mnohych oblastnych skupin navstivili
v Bulharsku Dunajsku pahorkatinna ploSinu, Start planinu, Ro-
dopi, Trojan, Kotel a krasovi oblast na pobreZi Cierneho mora.
Nadviazala sa Uzka a plodn& spoluprdca § bulharskymi kolegami,
ziskal sa bohaty material, vzorky hornin a iny dokumentaény ma-
terial, ktory vhodne doplni expozicie MSK v Liptovskom Mikulasi,
0 ukazky zo svetového krasu.

Kratko nato sme opat u nas privitali pocetnd skupinu jaskynia-
rov z NDR, ktora navstivila naSe krasové oblasti. Sprievod aj od-
borny vyklad sme poskytli pracovnikom Speleologického institatu
v Bukuresti a z Univerzity v Lunde.

V roku 1973 sme dostali do popredia otazky speleoalpinizmu. Za-
hrani¢né cesty sa tykali preto navstev hlbokych priepasti. Jasky-
niari z OS Zvolen a RuZzomberok navstivili polskd &ast Zapadnych
Tatier a zostupili do —225 m hibokej priepasti Wielka Litworowa.
Jaskyniari z tychto skupin zostlpili aj do najhlbSej madarske;j
priepasti Vecsemkilkki zsomboly do hibky -264 m. Okrem nadvia-
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zania a udrZiavania spoluprace pouzila a skuSala skupina tu prvy-
krat lezeckd techniku — zostup zlanovanim pomocou brzdy a vy-
stup po lane pomocou samosvornych ¢elusti.

V roku 1974 boli styky ¢lenov SSS so zahraniénymi jaskyniarskymi
skupinami eSte bohatSie. V jani 1974 zlcCastnila sa 5-¢lenna sku-
pina z OS RozZiava tradicného medzinarodného stretnutia jasky-
niarov v Bulharsku, kde zastupovali celd nasu SSS. Z tej istej
skupiny navstivili a zliezli jaskyniari niektoré priepasti madarskej
Casti Dolného vrchu. V letnych mesiacoch vykonali dvojtyzdfiovu
expediciu ¢lenovia OS Ruzomberok po zndmych jaskyniach Ru-
munska.

Velkou a vyznamnou akciou bola aj 17-dfiova expedicia OS Zvo-
len do krasovych oblasti severného Talianska, kde navstivili prie-
pasti Grotta Gigante, Grotta Nuova di Villanova a Grotta di
Bossea. Zostupili aj do priepasti Grotta di Trebiciano do hibky
- 329 m a do rozsiahleho systétmu Piaggia Bella, kde dosiahli
hibku - 615 m. Okrem toho navstivili aj Postojnu a Skocijansku
jamu v Juhoslavii a jaskynu Eisriesenwelt v Rakusku. V spolupraci
s OS Ruzomberok a Rimavska Sobota uskutocnili slovenski jasky-
niari dalSiu ndvstevu Polskych Tatier. Zostupili trasou Nad Kotli-
nami do najhlbSieho vertikalneho systému Pofska — SnezZnej jamy.
Dosiahli tu dna v hibke -772 m a vytvorili vtedy este novy &esko-
slovensky hibkovy rekord. Do Sneznej jamy v Polsku zostupili v sa-
mostatnej akcii aj &lenovia OS Harmanec a Cachtice.
Speleo-potidpadskd skupina Aquaspel KoSice sa zUdastnila poté-
pacéskej akcie na poloostrove v Juhoslavii, kde hladali a nasli te-
lesné pozostatky ¢lena brnianskej potapacskej skupiny, ktory tu
zahynul pri prieskumnej akcii.

Aj v roku 1975 pokracovali jaskyniari SSS v intenzivnej spolupraci
so zahraniénymi skupinami. Mladi jaskyniari z OS Roznava navsti-
vili v ramci 14-dennej expedicie niektoré zaujimavé krasové loka-
lity v centralnej €asti Vychodnych Karpat v Rumunsku. Rozfavski
jaskyniari privitali aj skupinu madarskych jaskyniarov, ktori pred-
nasali o jaskyni Optimi¢eskaja peS€era v [fvovskej oblasti ZSSR
a o oblasti Kaukazu.

Jaskyniari z OS Ruzomberok spolu s jaskyniarmi z OS Rimavska
Sobota sa zuUC€astnili medzindrodného speleologického tabora
v pohori Bikk (Bukové poh.) v Madarsku. Zostapili do niektorych
priepasti, ktoré aj zmapovali a spracovali. V ramci vymennej akcie
privitali madarskych jaskyniarov u nas, ktori si pozreli lokality
drien¢anského krasu pri Rimavskej Sobote. Jaskyniari z OS Ru-
Zomberok sa zUcastnili prechodu jaskynou Czerna v Polsku. Spo-
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loéna akcia jaskyniarov z OS Harmanec a Cachtice mierila do
Polskych Tatier, kde navstivili a zostupili do priepasti Wielka Lit-
worowa.

Jaskyniari z terajSej OS Safarikovo sa ztg&astnili v roku 1975 troch
medzinarodnych taborov a to v Bukovych horach v Madarsku,
v doline Lejowej v Polsku a navstivili jaskyne Lodowu a Wysoku.
Naviac sa zuc&astnili oslav 20. vyrodia zaloZenia Sekcje Grotola-
z6w vo Wroclawi v Polsku.

Jaskyniari zdruzeni v SSS pokracovali aj v roku 1976 intenzivne
v udrzovani a nadvéazovani kontaktov s jaskyniarmi a jaskyniar-
skymi organizaciami v zahrani¢i. Usporiadala sa velka Studijna
exkurzia do krasovych oblasti Rumunska za Gcasti jaskyniarov z
mnohych OS SSS. Navstivili mnohé krasové oblasti vo Vychod-
nych Karpatoch v oblasti Banat a Muntii Apuseni. Nadviazali sa
kontakty s tamojSimi jaskyniarmi a so Speleologickymi inStitatmi
v Kluzi a Bukuresti. Opat sa ziskali bohaté materidly pre pripra-
vovanu expoziciu MSK v Liptovskom Mikula8i, zameranu na ukaz-
ky zo svetového krasu. Velmi vyznamnou akciou SSS bola aj ex-
pedicia do Talianska, ktoru realizovali jaskyniari z OS Zvolen
v spolupraci s jaskyniarmi z OS Rimavska Sobota, Ruzomberok
a Jasov. Zdolali dsmu najhlbSiu priepast sveta Abisso Michele
Gortani -920 m v pohori Monte Canin v Julskych Alpach.

Sest ¢lenov OS Rozfhava uskuto&nilo exkurziu do Juhoslavie za
Uucelom oboznamenia sa s krasovymi oblastami Slovinska. Zliezli
vertikadlne systémy LipiSko brezno (-210 m), Brezno pri Gamsovi
glavici (-440 m) a Klemeskov Pekel (-310 m).

ZacCiatkom marca 1977 sa zapocalo s realizaciou Il. &sl. speleo-
potapaéskej expedicie INDIA - SRI LANKA 1977. Ulohou expe-
dicie je poznavanie a Studium genetickych zvlastnosti réznych
typov krasu na azijskom kontinente. Cielom tohto podujatia je
navsteva krasovych lokalit na ostrove Ceyldn, j. v. a s. z. Indie
a Afganistane. Prinos expedicie spociva v privezeni fotofilmového,
popisného a trojrozmerného materialu pre MSK v Lipt. Mikulasi
a konecne i v propagacii SSS.

V Case uzavierky tohto &isla Spravodaja uskutoChovala expedicia
svoje zamery v s. z. Indii.

Za Sest rokov obnovenej &innosti SSS poznali jaskyniari mnohé
zahrani¢né krasové oblasti, nadviazali a utuzili kontakty s jasky-
niarskymi skupinami v cudzine.

Oboznamili sa s novymi krasovymi oblastami, ziskali nové poznat-
ky, dojmy i nové priatelstva. V neposlednom rade Sirili jaskyniari
dobré meno SSS a jaskyniarstva vébec v zahranici.
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Ing. MikulaS Erdés :

Chranena krajinna oblast’ Slovensky kras

,Stat sa stard o zveladovanie a vSestrannd ochranu prirody a za-
chovanie krajinnych kras vlasti" — tak znie ustanovenie o Statnej
ochrane prirody v Ustave Ceskoslovenskej socialistickej republiky.
Toto ustanovenie je nespornym dbkazom o tom, aku vefka dbleZi-
tost kladie naSa socialistickad spolo€nost ochrane prirody a Zivot-
ného prostredia, ako chrani nasu prirodu ako celku i jej jednotli-
vych Casti. Aby sa tieto predsavzatia mohli stat aj skuto€nostou,
venuje naS socialisticky Stat nemalé prostriedky na zriadenie a
¢innost' organov Statnej ochrany prirody. Vypracovdva a uvadza
do zivota projekty, ktoré ochranu prirodného prostredia zabezpe-
¢uja. Jednou z takychto rozSirenych foriem ochrany prirodného
bohatstva Gzemia suU - chranené krajinné oblasti. Chranené kra-
jinné oblasti, v skratke CHKO, su typické oblasti krajiny s mimo-
riadne vyznamnymi prirodnymi Gtvarmi, ktoré su vSak rozptylené
na urcitej rozlohe. Prirodny reZim tychto Gtvarov a ich rozloha s
obyvanymi a chranenymi polohami nevylu€ujd pritom vhodné
obhospodarovanie vacsich pléch oblasti, ku ktorym pocitame pol-
nohospodérsku ¢&innost, lesnicku vyrobu, pdsobenie priemyslu a
taktieZ vyuZzitie pre rekreéciu a oddych pracujacich. VSetky uvede-
né cinnosti a prejavy fudskej civilizacie musia byt usmernené
v zaujme zachovania charakteristickych rysov krajiny a prirodného
bohatstva pre dalSie generacie. O tieto predsavzatia sa staraju
prave chranené krajinné oblasti.

Vo vztahu ku ochrane prirody a zachovania krasovych oblasti do-
Slo k vyznamnému kroku v lete 1973. Nadriadeny organ jaskyniar-
stva — Ministerstvo kultiry SSR vyhlasilo najvaésiu krasova oblast
Ceskoslovenska — Slovensky kras za chranenl krajinnd oblast.
Urobili sa tak prvé kroky k zachrane a zachovaniu jednej z naj-
klasickejSie vyvinutych krasovych oblasti Europy.

NovozaloZzend CHKO Slovensky kras lezi na uzemi dvoch okresov
a to Roznavy a KoSice-vidiek a zahriuje v sebe prakticky celd
plochu Slovenského krasu. Ma rozlohu 38 tisic hektarov, spolu
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s ochrannym pasmom aZ 70 tisic hektarov. Jej dizka od vychodu
na zapad je 55 km od Jasova a rieky Bodva az po JelSavu, kde
zabieha az do Slovenského rudohoria. Jej Sirka od severu na juh
je 20 km a postupuje od RozZhavy aZ po Statne hranice s MLR, kde
v8ak krasova oblast pokraCuje na nemenej zaujimavom Gzemi.
Slovensky kras predstavuje 7 rozsiahlych krasovych planin, ako
planina Koniar, PleSivska, Silicka, dalej Horny Vrch, Dolny Vrch,
Zadielska a Jasovska planina. Slovensky kras tvori jednu z naj-
zaujimavejSich krasovych oblasti so vSetkymi klasickymi povrcho-
vymi a podzemnymi krasovymi javmi planinového krasu. Nacha-
dzaju sa tu aj 3 spristupnené kvaplové jaskyne pre verejnost,
ktoré Siroko-daleko preslavili Slovensky kras. SuU to: jaskyna pra-
vekého ¢loveka Domica, Gombasecka jaskyna a Jasovska jaskyna.
RozZnavski jaskyniari objavili Krasnohorski jaskyru, ktoré je v Sta-
diu pripravenosti pre spristupnenie. Nachadzaju sa tu mnohé
zname jaskyne a priepasti, ktoré su ciefom navstevy jaskyniarov
aj turistov, ako napr. Ardovska jaskyfia, Zvoniva priepast, Brzotin-
ska jaskyna, Jaskyfia Milada, Silickd Ladnica a iné. Samostatnu
pozornost si zaslizi svetoznama Zadielska dolina, ktora spolu
s Hajskou dolinou sa vyznacuje neoby€ajne vzacnymi predstavi-
tefmi krasovej flory a fauny a s niektorymi endemitmi. Statne or-
gany stanovili podmienky ochrany novej chranenej oblasti a vyty-
¢ili aj kompetenciu zodpovednosti za ich dodrzanie. V tejto ne -
lahkej Ulohe Uzko spolupracuje Sprdva CHKO s prislusnymi né-
rodnymi vybormi a vSetkymi orgdnmi a organizaciami, ktoré svojou
¢innostou zasahuju do Gzemia a prirodného rezimu Slovenského
krasu. V neposlednom rade spolupracuje CHKO Slovensky kras
aj so Spravou slovenskych jaskyn a Muzeom slovenského krasu,
ktoré vykonavaju prevadzku, vystavbu, vyskum a prieskum jaskyn
na Uzemi Slovenského krasu.

Starostlivost socialistickej spolo¢nosti o ochranu prirody a prirod-
né bohatstva vbébec sa takto realizuje aj so zvlaStnym zretefom na
kras. CHKO Slovensky kras navStevuje roéne nemaly pocet pra-
cujucich, ktori tu hfadaju odpocinok. Milovnici prirody a napokon
i jaskyniari tak najdu lepSie podmienky a prostredie pre ¢innost
v krase. Tazka, avSak krasna a uslachtila praca CHKO Slovensky
kras je zarukou, Ze sa dodrZia predpisy o ochrane prirody za-
kotvené v prislusnych vyhlaskach.
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Ing. Jozef Hlavac

Chranena krajinna oblast’ Slovensky raj

Chranené Gzemia na Slovensku kategorizujeme na: narodné par-
Ky, chranené krajinné oblasti, Statne prirodné rezervacie, chrane-
né naleziska, chranené parky a zahrady a chranené Studijné plo-
chy. Prvé dve kategoérie tvoria velkoploSné chranené Gzemia medzi
ktoré patri aj Chranena krajinné oblast Slovensky raj. Prvé snahy
0 ochranu prirody tohto Uzemia su z dvadsiatich rokov tohto sto-
roCia. Rozhodnutim Komisie Slovenskej narodnej rady pre Skolstvo
a kultdru zo dfia 21. 8. 1964 bol vyhlaseny Slovensky raj za chra-
nenu krajinna oblast (dalej len CHKO).

Na zéklade orografického ¢lenenia patri Slovensky raj do provin-
cie Karpat, sustavy Vnutornych Karpat, Rudohorskej podsustavy
a skupiny pohori Slovenského rudohoria. Geograficky teda patri
k severnému vybezku Slovenského rudohoria a ako samostatny
horopisny celok je nazyvany Stratenskou hornatinou. V literatare
od r. 1972 je toto Uzemie uvadzané ako samostatnd orograficka
jednotka Slovensky raj.

V obvode tohoto celku lezi cela CHKO s rozlohou 14 368 ha a
malad &ast ochranného pasma. VacSia Cast ochranného péasma
zasahuje do dalSich orografickych celkov: Nizke Tatry, Slovenské
rudohorie a Hornadska kotlina. Rozloha ochranného pésma je
22 315 ha. Prevaznu ¢ast Gzemia tvoria nizke vysociny (301-800 m)
n. m. leziacom v ochrannom pasme. Percentualne mensSie zastu-
penie tvoria stredovysociny (801-1500 m). NajvysSSi bod koéta Tri
studne 1675 m n. m. sa nachadza v masive Kralovej hole, taktiez
v ochrannom pasme CHKO.

Uzemie Slovenského raja patri geologicky k severogemeridnému
synklindriu, ktoré je v tejto Casti budované vacsSinou horninami me-
zozoika. Z mezozoika je zastupeny cely trias a na malych plochach
spodna jura a vrchnd krieda. Z geomorfologického hladiska je
Slovensky raj zaradeny ku krasovym Uzemiam - typu planinového
krasu semimasivnych Struktur. Vyzdvihnutie Karpat na konci mio-
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cénu spbsobilo prvé vyraznejSie zarezanie vodnych tokov do pod-
loZia vytvoreného karbonatovymi horninami. Z tohoto obdobia sa na
tomto Uzemi zachovali vrchné - senilné ¢asti dolin a vyvierac-
ky, hlavne po obvode Glackej planiny (Sokolia dolina, dolina Ma-
[ého a Velkého Kysela). Ekvivalentom tejto vySkovej Urovne su
v podzemi rozsiahle jaskyne Slovenského raja. Jedna sa predo-
vSetkym o spristupnent DobSinskl ladovl jaskyriu, nespristupne-
ni Medvediu jaskyriu a novoobjavenu Stratenskd jaskyrnu (piSeme
na inom mieste). Prvé dve menované jaskyne si vyhlasené za
chranené prirodné vytvory. Okrem spominanych bezosporu naj-
vyznamnejSich jaskyfn, nachadza sa na Uzemi CHKO Slovensky
raj dalSich 60 znamych jaskyn (Certova jaskyfia, Duda, Psie diery,
Zlaté diera atd.).

Podzemné toky sa hlboko zarezavali do podloZia a dnes vytekaju
na Upati svahov ako krasové vyvieracky (Obc&asny pramen, Zlata
diera, Maly Sokol pod DobSinskou fadovou jaskyrfiou atd.). Sucas-
ne s prehlbovanim dolin sa tieto i rozSiruji. Svahy st modelované
v zavislosti na pestrosti geologickej stavby a rychlosti hibkovej
erozie. Pri striedani dolomitov s vapencami vznikli skalné stupne,
brald, skalné steny (Sokolova dolina, Velky Sokol), priepasti (Vi¢ia
priepast, Netopieria priepast) a tiesfavy (Sucha Bela, Maly a
Velky Kysel).

Epigenézou vznikla velmi vyznamnd tiesfiava rieky Hornad tzv.
prielom Hornadu. Z pdvodného miocenného povrchu zostali za-
chované planiny ako napr. Glac, Geravy, Skala, Pelc s krasovymi
fenoménmi (Skrapy, zavrty, ponory, Gvaly, stupfioviny atd.).
N&vstevnost CHKO Slovensky raj m4 stupajicu tendenciu a v su-
Casnosti dosahuje vySe 1. milion névStevnikov roCne. Sprava
CHKO so sidlom v SpiSskej Novej Vsi zabezpecéuje odborny vy-
kon Statnej ochrany prirody a praktick( starostlivost o chranené
Gzemia prostrednictvom vysunutych pracovisk na Cingove, Pod-
lesku a Dedinkach.

Slovensky raj je vyznamnym krasovym Uzemim, pri¢om poslanim
CHKO je chréanit nielen anorganickd prirodu, ale ochranovat
i faunu, fléru a napokon aj typicky vzhlad krajiny, stadle sa menia-
ci fudskou ¢innostou.
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Alfonz Chovan:

The Slovak Speleological Society

The Slovak Speleological Society has experienced a remarkab-
le development in the last years. A keen interest in speleological
activity is spreading especially in the field of the amateur spe-
leology. A promising fact is that young people represent a consi-
derable proportion of the members of the Slovak Speleological
Society.

The Slovak Speleological Society is carrying on the proven tra-
ditions of the Slovak speleology, which has been organized un-
der various forms since 1949. Already nearly 50 years ago speleo-
logists were grouping around the Museum of the Slovak Karst at
Liptovsky Mikula$. In the endeavour to give the speleologists an
experienced support, material as well as moral, the activity of the
Slovak Speleological Society was reassumed in the year 1969
under the patronage of the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak So-
cialist Republic.

The Slovak Speleological Society is a united voluntary associa-
tion of amateurs as well as of professional specialists of
all speleological branches, aimed at the advancement of the spe-
leology in this country. Its members are taking part in the disco-
veries of new caves, are helpful in their protection, registration,
documentation and investigation and are participating in making the
caves accessible to the public. The results of its activity repre-
sent a considerable help for the Museum of the Slovak Karst at
Liptovsky Mikula$ in collecting the knowledge in every branch of
speleology, especially in relation to the karst territories of Slo-
vakia.

The results of its activity, as well as the information about the
karst and the caves, are popularized under the form of lectures,
films, publications, exhibitions etc.

The Museum of the Slovak Karst affords a material help to the
development of the amateur speleology and regulates and co-or-
dinates its activity from the professional point of view.
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The center of the speleological activity lies in the basic regional
groups. There exist 33 such groups all over the territory of Slo-
vakia, which are associated in the Slovak Speleological Society.
Any of these groups is allocated to a specific district of activity,
situated in close proximity of the seat of the group. The group
performs in this district the research and the documentation and
secures the protection of the caves and of the karst formations.

Speleoclimbers and speleodivers, organized in the Slovak Spe-
leological Society, show an extensive activity. Speleoclimbing and
speleodiving are used preferrably as means in the discovery of
new underground spaces and in the exploration and documenta
tion of the caves. Their help, to an ever increasing degree, beco
mes a valuable support of the scientific staff in getting important
materials and information.

The "Speleological Weeks" are organized every year, successi-
vely in different karst districts, forming an important factor in the
training of the speleologists. Expert lectures, practical training,
excursions, as well as immediate actions in the caves are of va-
luable help in developing the skill and the professional level of the
members of the Society. The "Speleological Weeks" are
operational meetings, frequented by representatives of all regio-
nal groups.

In the way of the establishment of specialized commissions, the
activity of the Slovak Speleological Society is gradually getting
a structure, similar to that of the International Speleological So-
ciety.

The Slovak Speleological Society has attained remarkable
achievements in the last years. One of the most outstanding re-
sults is the discovery of the longest system of caves of Slovakia,
the Stratena cave in the territory of the Slovak Paradise (Sloven-
sky raj). The speleoclimbers succeeded in discovering the deepest
system of caves at Zaskocie in the Low Tatra (Nizke Tatry) moun-
tains. The speleodivers contributed to the discovery of the cave
Bobacka in the karst region of Muran. The results in the preserva-
tion of caves and of karst formations are equally important.

The Slovak Speleological Society participated in the organiza-
tion  of the VIth International Speleological Congress, which took
place in Olomouc (Czechoslovakia) in the year 1973. The main
excursions during the Congress were directed to the karst terri-
tories of Slovakia.

The Slovak Speleological Society is interested in building up
connections with the speleologists of the whole world. It had the
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pleasure of receiving a number of expeditions from abroad. The
members of the Society have undertaken numerous study stays
and excursions to the karst regions abroad. One of the most
successful was the expedition of the Slovak Speleological Society
to Italy in 1976, which descended down the chasm ,,Abisso Mi-
chele Gortani" (—920 metres). Tre lind Czechoslovak expedition
of speleodivers is operating now in the karst regions of Sri Lanka.
The Slovak Speleological Society, in the name of its members,
welcomes the agreeable opportunity of greeting the speleologists
of the whole world at the occasion of the Vlith Internationad Spe-
leological Congress in Sheffield in 1977, in the hope of a further
strengthening of the co-operation of the speleologists of the
whole world.
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The winning photograph of the International Contest of speleological pho-
tography Brusel 1974

Vitazna fotografia medzinarodnej sitaze speleologickej fotografie Brusel 1974
P. Hipman



The Ochtina Aragonite Cave

Ochtinské& aragonitova jaskyfia
M. Krob, archiv MSK

The Ochtina Aragonite Cave

Ochtinské aragonitova jaskyfa
M. Krob, archiv MSK




The Museum of the Slovak Karst at Liptovsky Mikulas
The Speleological week of the Slovak Speleological Society

Jaskyniarsky tyZden Slovenskej speleologickej spoloé&nosti 1975 Muzeum slovenskeho krasu v Lipt. Mikulasi
M. Elias, archiv MSK B. Srol, archiv MSK



The expedition of the Slovak Speleological Society Monte Canin 76

Expedicia SSS Monte Canin 1976
P. Hipman

The ZéaskocCie Cave, a cave with

largest difference of altitudes
Czechoslovakia

Jaskyfia Zaskogie, jaskyfia s najvaésim vyskovym rozdielom v CSSR
P. Hipman
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The Stratenska Cave, last important discovery of the members of Slovak
Speleological Society

Stratenska jaskyfa, dalSi vyznamny objav SSS
L. Novotny, archiv MSK.

Dr. Jozef Jakal, CSc:

Speleological Investigations in Slovakia

The most ancient written record, mentioning the caves, comes
from the year 1299. The reknowned Slovak geographer M. Bell
described the Ice cave of Deméanova in his work from the year
1723, enclosing its longitudinal section.

Nevertheless, the actual development of the Slovak speleolog
has taken its rise in the last years only. In the first half of the XX
century the speleology was developed by J. Volko-Starohorsky.
Later on, a certain number of geologists and geographers came
to Slovakia from Bohemia, such as J. Kunsky, Z. Roth, F. Vitasek
and others.

At present the investigations of the karst and of the caves in
Slovakia are secured by the Museum of the Slovak Karst at Lip-
tovsky Fibulas and by the Geographic Institute of the Slovak Aca-
demy of Science. Some special problems are solved by other in-
stitutions.

The Geographic Institute of the Slovak Academy of Science
established a detached speleological department at Liptov-
sky MikuldS. The investigation of caves, as well as some
problems of the karst surface are treated by Dr. Anton Drop-
pa, CSc, who measured and mapped a considerable num-
ber of caves. In the case of the Demé&nova caves he solved the
problems of the development of the levels of the caves and com-
pared them with the development of alluvial stages. At present
he is dealing with the problems of the denudation in the karst.

The problems of the surface of the karst are dealt with by Dr.
J. Jakal, CSc, from the same Institute, whose work ,,The Karst of
the Silica Plain" is based on a detailed geomorphological map
ping. Dr. Jakal together with Prof. Dr. E. Mazdr examined the
problems of the typology of the karst. The Slovak speleologists
stimulated the foundation of the Commission for the Typology of
the Karst at the International Speleological Union, headed by
Prof. Dr. Mazur as chairman.

21



Speleoarcheological investigations are secured by the Archeo-
logical Institute of the Slovak Academy of Science. The works
of Dr. J. Barta, CSc, dealing with a number of Slovak caves, but
specifically concerned with the settlement of the Domica cave,
are of great importance.

The problems of the speleofauna of the Slovak caves are stu
died by the staff of the Faculty of Science of the Komensky Uni-
versity in Bratislava, especially by Doc. Dr. J. Gulicka, CSc, and by
Dr. V. Kosel. The problems of the hydrology of the karst are
analyzed by Doc. Dr. M. Zatko, CSc.

The Slovak Institute of the Care of Historical Monuments and
of the Protection of Nature takes care of the protection of the
caves and arranges for the propositions in declaring the caves the
,,Protected Formations of Nature". Prof. L. Blaha and Dr. M. LiSka
are engaged in this activity. The microclimate of the caves is stu-
died by Prof. Dr. M. Koncek, Doc. Dr. J. Otruba, CSc, and by
others.

In the course of 40 years of its activity, the Museum of the Slo-
vak Karst became an important documentary center, collecting
materials of the Slovak caves. It is in possession of an extensive
and rich exhibition, one of the biggest of its kind in the world.
In the last years the Museum has aimed its activity at the sphere
of the basic and applied research of the karst and of the Slovak
caves. Its conception tends to covering the whole extent of all
branches of speleology, in order to enable a complex treatment
of the problems of the caves. The young team, headed by A.
Chovan in the function of manager, has obtained remarkable
results. Dr. P. Mitter concentrates upon the problems of the cave
geomorphology and of speleogenesis. Ing M. Lalkovic performs the
documentation and cartographic evaluation of the results of
measurements in caves. J. Halas, graduated geologist, is enga
ged in the study of the microclimate, especially of that of the ice
and aragonite caves. Dr. J. Savrnoch studies the hydrology and
the denudation of the karst. Grad. geol. Pavlarcik pays attention
to the geology of the karst and of the caves. Ing P. Cuker secu
res the protection of the caves. Ing Erdos is entrusted with the
documentation of the karst phenomena.

The speleological laboratory at the Gombasek cave, forming
a part of the Museum of the Slovak Karst, has obtained impor
tant results in the sphere of the investigation of the atmosphere
of the caves and of its applicability to the treatment of respira
tory diseases. The remarkable paper: K. Klincko, S. Roda, L. Raj-
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man: ,,The Prospects of the Speleoclimatic Therapy in the Gom-
basek Cave" is to be mentioned in this connection. S. Roda and
L. Rajman are performing the investigations of the aragonite in
the Aragonite cave of Ochtina, as well as of the problems of the
growth of dripstones and of related questions.

Relatively good results in the sphere of scientific research have
been obtained by those members of the Slovak Speleological
Society, who are active on voluntary basis, some of them being
from geological professions, others recruiting from other bran
ches of activity.

J. Tulis and L. Novotny got interesting results in the applica
tion of geophysical methods to the exploration of caves. They
summarized by modern methods the results of the investigation
in the Stratena cave. Dr. D. Kubiny paid attention to the problems
of tectonics and to their applicability in the investigation of the
karst. Ing S. Kamen explored and mapped several Slovak caves.
P. Jan&cik described some karst districts.

The speleologists of Slovakia have organized several interna
tional meetings and symposiums. The symposium devoted to the
transport systems in caves took place in the Deménova valley in
1967. The symposium dealing with the problems of speleotherapy
met in the High Tatra mountains in 1968. The symposium on the
natural regime of the ice caves was held at the occasion of the
100th anniversary of the discovery of the Ice cave of Dobsina.

The year 1973 was a significant turning point in Czechoslovak
speleology. It was the year of the VI* International Speleological
Congress, which took place in Czechoslovakia. Its main organi-
zers were the Palacky University of Olomouc and the Manage
ment of the Slovak Caves at Liptovsky Mikulas. The symposium,
dealing with the typology of the karst, held at Liptovsky Mikulas
and in KoSice, formed a part of the Congress. The Slovak Karst
was the scene of the International Camp of Speleoclimbers.

The symposium with international participation, organized near
the Aragonite cave of Ochtina in 1976, resumed once more the
guestions of speleotherapy.

It may be seen that the Slovak speleologists have been making
a considerable effort in the last years to contribute to the co-ope-
ration with the speleologists of the whole world.

The results of scientific investigations, concerning the problems
of the karst and of the caves in Slovakia, are mostly published in
yearbooks of the bulletin "Slovensky kras" (The Slovak Karst),
edited by the Museum of the Slovak Karst. Some papers of Slo-
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vak speleologists appear in the bulletin ,,Ceskoslovensky kras"
(The Czechoslovak Karst), published by the Czechoslovak Acade-
my of Science.

Papers with speleological topics are to be found in a number
of professional and popular scientific journals.

At present the Slovak speleology has at its disposal unprece-
dented possibilities of development, which are fully made use of
by Slovak speleologists.
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Alfonz Chovan, Ing Jozef Hlavac:

Exploratory Achievements of the Regional Groups
of the Slovak Speleological Society

The practical speleological exploration of the territory of Slo-
vakia is secured by the Slovak Speleological Society through the
mediation of regional groups. The activity of the members of the
Slovak Speleological Society covers the extent of about 2700 sq.
kilometers of karst territories. The documentary materials, collec-
ted by the team of 560 voluntary collaborators, are concentrated
in the Museum of the Slovak Karst at Liptovsky Mikulas.

The systematic effort of voluntary speleologists led to several
remarkable or at least partial exploratory achievements in the
period from 1970 to 1976.

The most important exploratory result was obtained by the re-
gional group of SpiSskéd Nova Ves, operating in the karst territory
"Slovensky raj" (The Slovak Paradise). In 1972 J. Volek and Dr. V.
Kosel crossed the deposites in a free accessible cave of 70 metres
in length, got into new spaces and discovered 300 metres of
corridors. The cave, situated in the proximity of the Dobsina ice
cave, was given the name "Stratena". The initial successful explo-
ratory actions were regularily reasumed. Every continuation
yielded from 200 to 700 metres of new discovered cave spaces,
which were fixed by documentation. At the end of 1976 the length
of the Stratena cave attained 9500 metres, taking thus the first
position among the longest caves of Slovakia. This cave is cha-
racterized by the extraordinary impressivness of its spaces and by
the variety of its decoration. The largest discovered space of the
Stratena cave is the ,,Rozpravkovy dom" (the Fairy Tale Hall),
150 metres in length, 100 metres in width and 35 metres in height.
At present it is the biggest cave space of Czechoslovakia.

The sceneries of the dripstone decoration are variegated by nu-
merous lakes and pools. Excellent examples from this point of
view are the Jazerna priepast” (Lake Chasm) and especially
the Hall of the Slovak National Insurrection (,,Dém Slovenského
narodného povstania"), 140 metres in length and 40 metres in

25



width. The snow-white sinter decoration of these spaces leaves
a deep impression in every of the visitors.

In addition to the exploratory activity in the Stratena cave, re-
presenting naturally the central point of interest, the speleologists
of Spisska Nova Ves achieved some more discoveries of less im-
pressive extent in the territory of the Protected Regional Territory
of ,,Slovensky raj".

Among very active voluntary groups belong the speleologists of
Zvolen. This not very numerous regional group has attained re-
markable results in practical speleological investigations. In the
last time this group has concentrated especially on the discove-
ries of new spaces of the cave Zaskocie, which had been known
before. This cave is situated at the north side of the Low Tatra
mountains in the massive of Krakova Hol'a and is formed of the
dark limestone of the middle trias of the Guttenstein type. Only
270 metres of cave spaces were known before 1970. The further
investigation was obstructed by a water trap of 50 metres in
length, getting dry anly in the winter period. By consecutive over-
coming of the system of water traps the si called ,upper entran-
ce" was discovered in 1974, enabling the investigation to be
carreid on all the year round. This made possible to explore and to
document 4325 metres of caves and corridors up to now. Si-
multaneously this cave shows the largest difference of altitudes in
Czechoslovakia (272 metres). The colour test, which was carried
out in the cave Zaskocie, confirms the perspectiveness of further
discoveries of unexplored underground spaces in this cave. It was
found that the water accumulated in the final trap appears in
the karst spring of the Janska valley, passing the difference of
altitudes of 430 metres and the distance of 2000 metres.

The exploration of cave spaces that are flooded permanently
with water, is carried out by a specialized regional group of spe-
leodivers of Kosice, covering by its activity the whole extent of the
karst territories in Slovakia. The speleodivers, in co-operation
with the members of the regional group of Tisovec, discovered,
swimming through a water trap, new spaces in the cave Bobac-
ka of the karst region of Muran in 1973. Right on the first day of
the discovery 800 metres of corridors were explored. Later on,
another entrance was discovered, enabling the further explora-
tion ,,in the dry way". The main course of the cave is 2133 metres
in length, being horizontally situated, and shows a rich decora-
tion.

The most important achievement of the last time is the crossing
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of a water trap and the opening of another entrance behind the
strong karst spring Teplica near Tisovec in the karst of Tisovec.
This was the consummation of the effort of many years, exerted
by the speleologists of Tisovec and by the speleodivers of KoSice.
At present the second entrance goes round the water trap of
200 metres, which was accessible before to speleodivers only.
This created the possibility of the exploration of the cave spaces
situated behind the karst spring Teplica. As soon as on the day
of the discovery several hundred metres of corridors with decora-
tion were explored.

The speleological investigations in the mountains of Belanské
Tatry and in the High Tatra mountains is performed by the regio-
nal group of SpiSskd Bela. Its members descended to extensive
crackformed river cave spaces. This cave was called "Javorinka"
and belongs geographically to the central part of the Javorova
valley in the High Tatra mountains. It is formed in the limestone
of the middle trias and of neocom. The peculiarity of this cave
consists in its hydrographic system, which enables the explora-
tion in winter only, when the water trap at the entrance of the
main course of the cave is released by the fall of the water level.
1382 metres of spaces have been mapped and the exploration is
going on.

The activity of the members of the regional group of Dolny Ku-
bin is concentrated on the Brestov cave in the West Tatra moun-
tains. The cave is crossed by an active waterflow, forming a big
water trap, which was swum through by speleologists to the di-
stance of 180 metres. The investigation is continued by gauging
the new discovered spaces of the immersed part and of the water
trap, with the endeavour of their mutual linkage.

Other regional groups have reached good results in the explo-
ration, too, though of smaller extent. Partial discoveries were the
result of a systematic activity of the regional groups of KoSice-Ja-
sov, Liptovsky Mikulas, Roznava, Ruzomberok, Cachtice, Liptovsky
Trnovec, Terchova, Rimavska Sobota, Dubnica on Vah and others.
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Ing Mikulas Erdds:

International Relations of the Speleologists of the Slovak
Speleological Society

The reassumption of the activity of the Slovak Speleological
Society was an important turning point in the manifold speleolo-
gical activity in Slovakia. Immediately after the reassumption of
the Slovak Speleological Society connections to foreign speleolo-
gists and speleological institutions were built up or restored. The
contacts started by the exchange of prints, by entering into closer
contact with speleologists from abroad, expecially from the Socia-
list countries. We welcomed a group of Polish speleologists and
a numerous group of speleologists from the German Democratic
Republic at the occasion of the Speleological Week, providing
them with guidance and commentary in the karst territories of Slo-
vakia. In 1971 the speleologists of the regional group of RozZnava
visited their colleagues in Hungary, taking part in the descent to
the deepest abyss of Hungary, the Vecsembikki Zsomboly. In the
same year the regional group of Cachtice received the speleolo-
gists from Belgium.

The first large excursion of the speleologists of the Slovak Spe-
leological Society to a foreign country was the study expedition
to the karst territories of Bulgaria, taking place in 1972. The spe-
leologists of many regional groups visited in Bulgaria the Danube
Highland Plain, the Old Tableland, the Rhodopy, the Troyan, the
Kotel and the karst territories at the coast of the Black Sea.
A close and successful co-operation with Bulgarian colleagues
set in, rich materials, samples of minerals and other documenta-
tion were acquired, purposefully enriching the exposition of the
Museum of the Slovak Karst at Liptovsky Mikulas by samples of
foreign karst.

Before long we welcomed a numerous group of speleologists
from the German Democratic Republic, visiting our karst territo-
ries. We provided with guidance and commentary a group from
the Speleological Institute of Bucarest and from the University of
Lunda.
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In 1973 the problems of speleoalpinism came forward. The ex-
cursions to abroad were aimed at the visits of deep chasms. The
speleologists from the regional groups of Zvolen and RuZzomberok
visited the Polish part of the West Tatra mountains and descen-
ded to the chasm Wielka Litworowa (-225 metres deep). Speleo-
logists of the same groups went down the deepest Hungarian
chasm ,,Vecsembukki Zsomboly", -264 metres in depth. The visits
were aimed at initiating and maintaining the co-operation. Be-
sides, the groups applied and tried out new techniques of clim-
bing - the descent on the rope with the application of brakes
and the ascent on the rope by means of self-closing jaws.

In 1974 the relations of the members of the Slovak Speleologi-
cal Society to foreign speleologists were even more extensive. In
June 1974 a group of five members of the regional group of
Roznava, as the representatives of the Slovak Speleological So-
ciety, participated in the traditional meeting of speleologists in
Bulgaria. Speleologists of the same group visited and climbed
down some abysses of the Hungarian part of the Lower Hill. In
summer the members of the regional group of Ruzonberok under-
took a two-weeks' expedition to the well-known caves of Rouma-
nia.

Tre seventeen-days' expedition of the regional group of Zvolen
to the karst territory of North Italy was a serious and important
undertaking. The abysses Grotta Gigante, Grotta Nuova di Villa-
nova and Grotta di Bossea were visited. Descents to the abyss
Grotta di Trebiciano (the depth of -329 metres was attained) and
to the extensive system of Piaggia Bella (as deep as - 615 metres)
were realized. Besides, the caves of Postojna and Skocijanska
Jama in Yugoslavia, as well as the Eisriesenwelt cave in Austria
were visited.

The regional groups of Ruzomberok and of Rimavska Sobota
organized on co-operative basis a further visit to the Polish Tatra
mountains. They descended by the route ,,nad Kotlinami" to the
deepest vertical system of Poland, the Snow Pit. Reaching the
bottom in the depth of -772 metres, they established then a new
Czechoslovak record. Another independent descent to the Snow
Pit in Poland was undertaken by the members of the regional
group of Harmanec and Cachtice.

The group of speleodivers Aquaspel of Kosice participated in
the action in an peninsula of Yugoslovia. They were looking for
and found the bodily remainders of a diver of the group of Brno,
who had perished in an exploratory expedition.
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In 1975 the speleologists of the Slovak Speleological Society
further developed the intensive co-operation with foreign speleo-
logical groups. Young speleologists of the regional group of Roz-
fnava visited, in the framework of a two-weeks' expedition, some
interesting karst locations in the central part of the East Carpa-
thians of Roumania. The speleologists of Roznava received a
group of Hungarian speleologists, who lectured on the cave ,,Op-
timicheskaya Peshchera" in the region of Lvov (USSR) and on the
Caucasus region.

The speleologists of the regional group of Ruzomberok together
with the speleologists of the regional group of Rimavska Sobota
took part in the speleological camp in the BiUkk mountains in
Hungary. They descended to several abysses, performing their
mapping and documentation. In exchange they received the
Hungarian speleologists on their excursion to this country, show-
ing them some localities of the Driencany karst near Rimavska
Sobota. The speleologists of the regional group of RuZomberok
participated in the crossing of the Czerna cave in Poland.
A collective exursion of the regional group of Harmanec and
Cachtice lead to the Polish Tatra mountains, where they descen-
ded to the abyss of Wielka Litworowa.

In 1975 the speleologists of the regional group Safarikovo took
part in three international camps, namely in the Bikk mounta-
ins (Hungary) and in the Lejowa valley (Poland) and visited the
Lodowa and the Wysoka caves. Moreover they participated in the
celebration of the 20th anniversary of the foundation of the Sekcja
Grotolazow (Section of Speleoclimbers) in Wroclaw (Poland).

In 1976 the speleologists, associated in the Slovak Speleological
Society, kept on maintaining and developing contacts with
foreign speleologists and speleological organizations. Under the
participation of speleologists of many regional groups of the Slo-
vak Speleological Society a big study excursion was organized to
the karst territories of Roumania. The excursion visited many karst
territories of the Banat and of the Muntii Apuseni mountains. The
participants got into contact with the speleologists of this district as
well as with speleological institutions of Cluj and Bucarest.
Again valuable materials were collected for the Museum of the
Slovak Karst at Liptovsky Mikulas, where an exhibition of samples
of the world's karst is in preparation.

The expedition to Italy, organized by the speleologists of the
regional group of Zvolen in co-operation with the speleologists of
Rimavska Sobota, Ruzomberok and Jasov, was an important achie-
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vement of the Slovak Speleological Society. The eight deepest
chasm of the world, the Abisso Michele Gortani (-920 metres)
in the Monte Canin mountains (Jula Alps) was successfully ven-
tured.

Six members of the regional group of RoZfava undertook an
excursion to Yugoslavia in order to get acquainted with the karst
region of Slovenia. They climbed down the vertical system of Li-
piSko Brezno (-210 metres), of Brezno near Gamsova Glavica
(-440 metres) and Klemeskov Pekel (-310 meters).

On the beginning of March 1977 the realization of the 1" Cze-
choslovak expedition of speleodivers to India and Sri Lanka star-
ted. Its task is the observation and study of genetic peculiarities
of various types of karst in the Asian continent. Its aim are the
karst localities of Ceylon, of south-east and north-west India and
of Afghanistan. Its expected contribution consists in collecting films,
photographs, descriptions and three-dimensional materials
for the Museum of the Slovak Karst at Liptovsky Mikulas and fi-
nally in the propagation of the Slovak Speleological Society. At the
moment of the close of this issue of the Bulletin the expedi-
tion is operating in the north-west of India.

In the course of the six years of the reassumed activity of the
Slovak Speleological Society, Slovak speleologists have visited
many foreign karst territories, have got into contact with many
speleologists and speleological groupings abroad and have
strengthened the co-operation with them.

They got acquainted with new Kkarst regions, gained new infor-
mations and new impressions and linked up new friendly relations.
And, last not least, Slovak speleologists have been spreading the
good reputation of the Slovak Speleological Society and of the
Slovak speleology abroad.
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Ing Mikulas Erdos:

Protected Regional Territory of ,,Slovensky kras"
(the Slovak Karst)

.,,The State takes care of the development and of any kind of
protection of nature, as well as of the preservation of the regio-
nal beauties of the country" — this is the enactment concerning the
protection of nature, formulated in the Constitution for the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. This enactment proves incontes-
tably the importance, which is attributed by our socialist society
to the protection of nature and environment. The State protects
nature as a whole, as well as its singular parts.

In order to realize this resolution, our socialist State spends
considerable resources and financial means on the establishment
and operation of authorities, entrusted by the State with the pro-
tection of nature. Propositions securing the protection of natural
environment are being worked out and put into action.

The Protected Regional Territories are one of frequently applied
forms of such a protection of the natural wealth of a region. The
Protected Regional Territories are such territories, which contain
extraordinarily remarkable natural formations, spread all over a
certain area. The natural regime and the extent of these natu-
ral formations and the distribution of inhabited as well as protected
areas in this territory are of such a kind, as not to exclude the
economic utilization of considerable parts of the territory by agri-
culture, forestry, industrial activity, as well as areas of recreation
and refreshment of the working population. All these activities
and manifestations of human civilization must be regulated in
such a way as to preserve the characteristic features of the region
and of its natural wealth for the generations to come. All these
intentions are secured by the statute of the Protected Regional
Territory.

An important step in the protection of nature and in the pre-
servation of the karst territories was made in summer 1973. The
superior authority of the speleology — the Ministry of Culture of
the Slovak Socialist Republic - declared the biggest karst terri-
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tory of Czechoslovakia, the Slovak Karst, as a Protected Regional
Territory. Thus the first steps were made to save and to preserve
one of the most classically developed karst territories in Europe.

The new established Protected Regional Territory is situated on

the area of two districts, namely that of Rozrava and that of Ko-
Sice-environs, and comprises practically the whole extent of the
Slovak Karst. Its extension is 38 000 hectares, and together with
the protecting zone 70 000 hectares. Its length, from Jasov and the
Bodva river in the East till Jelsava in the West, where it comprises a
part of the Slovak Ore Maountains (Slovenske rudohorie), is
55 kilometres. Its width from the North to the South is 20 kilo-
meters, from RoZfiava to the State frontier with the Hungarian
People's Republic, where the karst territory continues by an equal-
ly interesting zone. The Slovak Karst comprises seven extensive
karst tablelands, such as the Koniar, the Plain of Plesivec and
Silica, further the Upper Hill and Lower Hill (Horny vrch, Dolny
vrch), the Plains of Zadiel and of Jasov.
The Slovak Karst represents one of the most interesting karst
territories with all the classical karst formations of the tableland type
of karst at the surface and underground. Three dripstone
caves, which spread wide the reknown of the Slovak Karst, are
accessible to the public. They are: the Cave of the Primeval Man,
Domica; the cave of Gombasek; and the cave of Jasov. The spe-
leologists of RozZnhava discovered the cave of Krasna Horka, which
is in preparation for the accessibility for the public. There are
many well known caves and abysses, attractive for speleologists
and tourists, such as the cave of Ardov, the Ringing Abyss (Zvo-
niva priepast), the cave of Brzotin, the cave ,,Milada", the Ice cave
of Silica and others. The world-reknowned valley of Zadiel,
which together with the neighbouring valley of Haj abounds in
rare representatives of the karst flora and fauna and of several
endemites, should be paid special attention.

The State authorities laid down the conditions of the new Pro-
tected Regional Territory and fixed the competence of the respon-
sibility for their observance. This difficult task is realized in
co-operation of the administration of the Protected Regional
Territory with the respective National Committees, authorities and
institutions, connected with this Territory and with the natural
conditions of the Slovak Karst, which are entrusted with the ope-
ration, development, investigation and exploration of the caves
in the territory of the Slovak Karst.

Thus the care of the socialist society in relation to the protec-
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tion of nature and of the natural wealth as a whole is realized
with particular respect to the karst. Every year the Protected Re-
gional Territory of the Slovak Karst is visited by a considerable
number of working population, coming here to find rest and
recreation. Admirers of nature, as well as speleologists find here
improved conditions and a more favourable milieu for their acti-
vity in the karst. The difficult, but beautiful and meritorious en-
deavour of the Protected Regional Territory of the Slovak Karst
is a warranty that the regulations concerning the protection of
nature in the Slovak Karst will be kept.
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Ing Jozef Hlavac:

The Protected Regional Territory of Slovensky raj
(the Slovak Paradise)

The legislation of the Slovak Socialist Republic distinguishes
the following kinds of protected territories: the National Parks,
the Protected Regional Territories, the State Natural Reservations,
the Protected Finding Places, the Protected Parks and Gardens
and the Protected Study Areas.

The first two categories represent protected territories of large
extent. The Protected Regional Territory of Slovensky raj is one
of them.

The first endeavours of the protection of nature appear in the
twenties of this century. Slovensky raj was declared as a Protec-
ted Regional Territory by the resolution of the Commission of the
Slovak National Committee of Education and Culture on August
21st 1969.

According to the orographic classification, the Slovak Paradise
(Slovensky raj) belongs to the province of the Carpathians, to
the system of the Inner Carpathians, to the subsystem of the Ore
Mountains (Rudohorie) and to the group of the Slovak Ore Moun-
tains (Slovenske rudohorie). Geographically it belongs to the
north promotory of the Slovenské rudohorie (Slovak Ore Moun -
tains) and as a separate entirety of mountains, it is called the
Stratenska hornatina (the Highland of Stratend). Since 1972 this
territory is mentioned in references as an independent orographi-
cal unit, called Slovensky raj (the Slovak Paradise).

The whole of the Protected Regional Territory, covering the area
of 14 368 hectares, and a smaller part of the protecting zone are
situated within the limits of this geographical entirety.

The greater part of the protecting zone is spreading over other
orographical entireties: the Low Tatra mountains, (Nizke Tatry), the
Slovak Ore Mountains (Slovenské rudohorie) and the valley of
Horndd. The extent of the protecting zone comprises 22 315
hectares. The major part of the territory are low highlands (from
301 to 800 metres above sea level). The lowest point of the river
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Horn&d, which is situated within the protecting zone, near Spis-
ska Nova Ves, has the altitude of 431 metres above sea level.
The middle highlands (from 801 to 1500 metres) are represented
to a relatively smaller degree. The highest point, which in the ele-
vation point Tri Studne (the Three Wells) with the altitude of 1675
metres above sea level, is situated in the massive of Kral'ova Hol'a,
within the protecting zone of the Protected Regional Territory of
Slovensky raj, too.

Geologically, the territory of the Slovak Paradise belongs to the
synclinorium of the North Gemer, which is built up mostly of me-
zozoic minerals in this part. All formations of Trias, and on smaller
parts the Lower Jura and the Upper Cretaceous Systems are the
representatives of the Mezozoics.

From the geomorphological point of view the Slovensky raj
is classed with the karst territories of the type of the tableland karst
of the semimassive structure. The uplifting of the Carpa-
thians at the end of the Miocene caused the first marked cuttings
of waterflows in the bed, formed of carbonate minerals. From
this period, the upper (senile) parts of the valleys and the karst
springs are preserved, mainly at the circumferrence of the plain
of Glac (such as the Sokolia Dolina (the Falcon Valley), the ca-
nyons of Maly Kysel' and Vel'ky Kysel). As a counterpart of this
surface level, extensive caves are to be found in the Slovensky raj
in the underground. There are namely the Ice cave of Dobsi-
na, accessible to the public, the Medvedia jaskyna (the Bear Ca-
ve) (not accessible) and the new discovered cave Stratena (men-
tioned before in another connection). The first two caves are de-
clared the Protected Natural Formations. In addition to these
caves, which are doubtlessly of utmost importance, there are 60
further known caves in the territory of the Protected Regional
Territory of Slovensky raj, such as Certova jaskyna (the Devil
Cave), the Duca, the Psie diery (the Dog Holes), the Zlata diera (the
Golden Hole) and others.

The underground waterflows were cutting deep into the bed
and nowadays they appear at the foot of the slopes in the form
of karst springs, such as Obcasny pramen (the Intermittent Well);
Zlata diera (the Golden Hole); Maly Sokol (the Little Falcon),
situated beneath the Ice cave of DobSind, and others.

In the process of deepening, the valleys became wider, too.
The slopes are modelled according to the variability of the geolo-
gical consistence and in dependence of the vertical speed of the
erosion. The alternative occurence of the dolomites and of the
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limestones gave rise to rocky stages, rocky walls (Sokolova dolina
Vel'ky Kysel), rocky peaks, abysses (such as Vi&ia priepast’ —
the Wolf's Abyss), Netopieria priepast' - the Bat Abyss) and de-
files (Suchéa Bel4, Maly Kysel', Vel'ky Kysel'). The epigenesis gave
rise to the very remarkable pass of the Hornéad river, the so-called
Prielom Hornadu (the Break of the Hornad).

The original Miocene surface remained preserved in the form
of plains, such as the Glac, the Geravy, the Pelc with karst forma-
tions (grikes, sinkholes, dales, stages) and others.

The number of visitors, coming to the Protected Regional Terri-
tory of Slovensky raj, shows a rising trend. At present it surpasses
one million of visitors in a year. The administration of the Pro-
tected Regional Territory, with the seat at SpiSska Nova Ves, ta-
kes care of the State protection of nature and of the practical
protection of the protected territories through the mediation of
dislocated branches at Cingov, Podlesok and Dedinky.

Slovensky raj (the Slovak Paradise) is an important karst terri-
tory. Moreover, the task of the Protected Regional Territory is
not limited to the protection of anorganic nature, but includes
also the preservation of the fauna, flora and, finally, even of the
characteristic landscape, undergoing permanent changes under
the influence of human activity.
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